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Letters From The Presidents

reading
P

Y™

As President of Reading Pride Cele-
bration, it is my distinct pleasure to
welcome you to our Fourth Annual
Reading Pride Festival!! We hope
that you will share this day with old
friends and meet new ones. The en-
tertainment is not only top-notch, it
is also FABULOUS!! Our vendors
are some of the finest of any Pride:
informative and helpful, with some
of the most beautiful, well-crafted
items for your consideration.

Also, don’t forget the fun goes on
well after the festival ends. Join us
at our After Pride Party, which will
be held at a new location this year,
Stokesay Castle.. there will be a $5
cover charge and you must be 21 or
older to attend.

So, kick back and enjoy!! From eve-
ryone associated with Reading Pride
Celebration, THANK YOU FOR
COMING!!.. you are why we do it!!

Rich Spangler
President
Reading Pride Celebration

Welcome to the 2010 Reading Pride Festi-
val!! The staff of The Rainbow Review is
very excited to have the opportunity to
provide you with this Special Edition Is-
sue covering this vear’s event.

In this Issue, you will find information
about today's Entertainers and Guest
Speakers. You will also find within the
pages of this Issue several interesting arti-
cles, advertisements for some FABULOUS
Reading & Berks County Businesses, and
some great artwork by, our very own,

Ben Ruth.

Reading has a growing and thriving
GLBTQ community. We, at The Rainbow
Review, are very proud to be Reading &
Berks County’s source of GLBT(Q) news,
entertainment, and other information.

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank everyone who made this Issue pos-
sible. Iwould also like to wish Reading
Pride Celebration the best on this FABU-
LOUS day!!

While vou're walking around, feel free to
stop by our table, browse past issues, and
sign up for a free eSubscription to The
Rainbow Review.

On behalf of our staff, Welcome to Read-
ing & Berks County!! Welcome to The
Rainbow Review!! HAPPY PRIDE!!

Daniel Kincade
President
The Rainbow Review
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The
Genesius
Difference

By: Abbe Dillon

As I write, I am thinking about what to com-
municate to you. Most importantly, Member-
ship Matters.. but what does that mean?! I
found over 80 entries on Thesaurus.com and
10x that many synonyms of which I have
listed a handful: Heart; Soul; Meaning; Sub-
stance; Significance; Essence.

I found it. Membership is the heart and soul
of Genesius Theatre. We exist to bring mean-
ing, substance, significance to you — our
guests and our patrons. We exist to not only
touch your lives, but to change them. This is
the essence of our existence in this place we
call our home.

I hope you will have (or had) the opportunity
to enjoy our summer production of Dirty Rot-
ten Scoundrels which opened on July

16%. We know it will bring relief from the
heat and whatever stress exists in your life
and allow you to escape to a place of fun, sun,
laughter, and light for just a few hours.

Our collaboration with The Reading Public
Museum continues for a third season with a
weekend of concert performances of Euta,
the hit musical by Andrew Lloyd Weber and
Tim Rice. Join us on August 2oth, 21%, or
oond For tickets and details, visit genesiust-
heatre.org.

After that is Dog Sees God. Catch up with CB
and the rest of the gang as they traverse the
perils of their high school years. Opening
with CB's search for meaning after the un-
timely death of his beloved beagle, he soon
finds himself back in familiar territory; ques-
tioning everything. The years have changed
them all. Drugs, aleohol, approaching adult-
hood, and issues of sexuality have all left their
marks, but they remain as universal and
treasured as they have always been.

6

Dog Sees God opens September 16t and
runs through the 26th,

Our 2010 Season closes with Carou-

sel. Time Magazine named Carousel the
Best Musical of the 20th Century and Rod-
gers, in his autobiography, called it "his
favorite musical." The show includes the
hit musical numbers "IfI Loved You,"
"June Is Bustin' Out All Over,” and "You'll
Never Walk Alone.” This show is brilliantly
innovative and one of the first musicals to
contain a tragic plot. Carousel runs No-
vember 5t through the 14t

Membership Matters and so do you — our
zuests and patrons. For you are the reason
we are here. We thank vou for your atten-
dance and your support.
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Boot, Mesis, 200 Lyrics Dy Jmoateo Larson

Director-Robert A. Cooper « Musical Director-Kevin Cooper
Accompanist/Assistant to the Directors-Jeff Miller
Choreographer-Megan Kallna-Delp

Tuesday - Thursday

August 3,4,5

at7:30 PM %

Friday and Saturday

sammw' August 6 & 7

one of the icky
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B berformed at GENESIUS THEATRE 3 T
B 153N 10TH ST, READING S8

For tickets & info: 610-373-3311 « readingcivic. org



The Stage
& Screen
According to

Ra nbow

Photo By: Shannan Denlinger

Hello, Hello, Hello!! CONGRATULATIONS!!
You have now reached a fantabulous page in
The Rainbow Review.. MY PAGE!! Usually, I
write about local Theatre productions and
movies.. but this time, since it's a special occa-
sion, I'm going to talk to you about Reading &
Berks County’s Theatre Community.

First, let me take the opportunity to mention
our local Theatre companies: we have Gene-
sius Theatre, Reading Civic Theatre, and
Reading Community Players all located in the
city of Reading.. there is Alpha/Omega Play-
ers, located in Birdsboro, and Fleetwood Com-
munity Theatre, located in Fleetwood. All of
our local venues are great places to perform
and produce many fantastic shows each year.
I've had the good fortune to work at all of
them.. well, all except Alpha/Omega.. I just
haven’t had the chance to audition for a show
there.. but1I digress..

Speaking of my many stage performances, I
feel it necessary to share some of my favorites
with vou. I've been performing since I was
able to talk/sing/dance, but my first REAL
“Community Theatre” experience was in RCT's
production of Evita in 2003. Talso enjoyed
being in their cast of My Fair Lady, playing
Benjamin in Joseph and the Amazing Techr-
color Dreamcoat, and playing Scott the Cho-
reographer in The Producers. Some of my
favorite Genesius experiences include playing
Yonkers in Gypsy, performing in And The
Beat Goes On, and being in the cast of HAIR;
I've also enjoved The Rocky Horror Show
several times at RCP. However, I would have
to say my all-time FAVORITE experience per-

when I played Herr Drosselmeyer in Berks
Ballet Theatre's 2007 production of The
Nuteracker. Tt was the most amazing the-
atrical experience I've ever had onstage
and I didn't speak a word.. I cried several
times out of sheer awe and happiness dur-
ing rehearsals and the actual show.. and I
still get choked up since they've had me
back every year since then to play The
Mouse King. Okay, ENOUGH about me..
back to business..

In these trying economic times that we are
facing, our Theatre Community here in
Reading & Berks County is suffering
greatly.. so much so that companies have
had to cancel entire shows or some per-
formances because of low ticket sales.
This hurts not only these companies that
NEED the ticket sales to help cover the
costs of putting shows together and main-
taining their building space, but it also
hurts us, as actors, because we're the ones
who've worked so incredibly hard to bring
vou a wonderful show into which we've put
our very hearts and souls.

Now, I know there is an avid Theatre-
Going-Audience because I've seen them..
for example: The Producers, And The Beat
Goes On, and HAIR were all sold out pro-
ductions.. and HAIR added two additional
performances to please audiences, totaling
in 11 shows. I'm also sure that there have
been other shows in our past that have
sold out, so why now are audiences not
coming to see them?! Is it the shows
themselves that are not attracting peo-
ple?!.. Is it poor publicity?!.. I don't think
it can be. The only logical explanation has
to be that the majority of the Theatre-
Goers are broke and can't afford a ticket.

As an actor, I say this to you: If you find
vou have a little extra money and you want
to get away from life for a little while,
check the Theatres’ websites to find out if
there’s a show that you would like to see.

If Broadway shows can still sell out, I know
vou can spend a lot less money and see just
as good of a production locally.. T would
know.. I've been in them.

Thanks for reading.. I'll be back next
month!! HAPPY PRIDE! I hope you have
a BLAST!!.. and don't forget to look for

forming on the stage would have to be _@ﬁ%f\mie on the stage!! She’s a hoot!!
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