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REDNG COMMUN

1T DLATERS

Pennsylvania's Third Oldest Community Theater ... Founded in 1920

“A Christmas Carol With Strings”
By: Ruth Martelli- Vice President, RCP

For millions of people worldwide, A Christ-
mas Carol is an integral part of their Holi-
day festivities. As one of those millions, my
favorite is the 1951 classic film with Alistair
Sim as “Scrooge.” Actors who've played the
part of the old “Bah Humbug” include Jim
Backus (Mr. Magoo), Patrick Stewart,
George C. Scott, Jim Carrey, and a host of
others in a variety of interpretations of
Charles Dickens' tale of redemption and the
power of love. Reading Community Players
is pleased to announce another version of A
Christmas Carol, this one WITH STRINGS!

When RCP Life Member, Robert Moyer,
came to the Board with his proposal for this
Season's Christmas show, everyone was
enchanted, but somewhat daunted by the
complexity of the script. Moyer adapted his
version of the tale from the original Dickens
story and Transforming Scrooge by Joseph
D. Cusamano, PH.D. When Moyer was
forced to step away from the production,
another Life Member, Pat Perfect, took up
the challenge of directing the piece. Al-
though some of the script was streamlined
and the set re-imagined, the essential heart
of the story remains intact.. and, of course,
the strings are still very much a part of the
show!! No, we're not talking about violins
here; the strings of the title refer to the
puppets that portray the spirits who visit
Scrooge on Christmas Eve and transform
him from a stingy, mean-spirited grump
into the generous, compassionate person
who we all love. You'll see a puppet with
wings, puppets on strings, one in a special
seat, one with chains, and one that looms.
Debbi Silas, Kirk Lawrence, and Bruce
MecLean give voice to the spirits that visit
Scrooge's bedroom on this very special
night.

In our production, Dr. Gary Wegman in-
habits the role of “Serooge,” the curmudg-
eon of Dickens' classic; he is joined by his
daughters Margot and Cecile. Ours is a cast
of families: Fathers, mothers, grand moth-
ers, children, siblings. In fact, our show is
for families, acted by a host of families on
stage!! Do join usto celebrate a very spe-
cial Christmas tradition with an RCP twist:
A Christinas Carol With Strings.

A Christmas Carol With Sh-mgs will run
December 10%, 11, 121 174 18% and 1%
— Friday and Saturday nights at 7pm and
Sundays at 3pm— at Reading Community
Players, 11 & Buttonwood Streets. A free
shuttle will be providing transportation
from the parking lot at 13% and Green Ele-
mentary School. The shuttle is available 45
minutes before show time for all perform-
ances.

For tickets, please visit:
www.ReadingCommunityPlayers.com




READING COMMUNITY PLAYERS PRESENTS

A NEW TWIST ON AN
OLD CHRISTMAS CLASSIC

DECEMBER

Courtesy Shuttle 10 11 12
Available From
13th & Green School Lot 1 ? 18 19
For All Performances

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS 7 PM SUNDAYS 3 PM




The Holiday Season is here!!.. and that can
only mean one thing: Berks Ballet Theatre
will be choreographing and staging Pyotr
Tchaikovsky's famous ballet The Nuteracker,
The Reading Symphony Orchestra will once
again join them by providing the music for
the dancers.

If you are unfamiliar with the story, let me
share some tidbits with you.

The two-act ballet originated from the story
“The Nutcracker and The Mouse King” writ-
ten by E.T.A. Hoffman. The score was then
written by Pyotr Tchaikovsky and premiered
in St. Petersburg on December 18, 1892 at
The Mariinsky Theatre. Originally nota suc-
cess, The Nuteracker has been enjoying
growing audiences since the mid-2oth century
while its performed worldwide by countless
ballet companies.. primarily in December.

The ballet opens with Herr Drosselmeyer
making his way to the Silberhaus home for
their annual Christmas party. He arrives,
causing a slight disturbance to the somber
mood, but immediately re-
covers as he gallivants
around distributing presents
and bringing dolls to life.

He then gives Clara, his god-
daughter, her present.. The

. Nutcracker. Asthe party

/ ends and the night grows
quiet, Drosselmeyer en-
chants the house. Unable to
sleep, Clara returns to the
great hall to check on her
Nuteracker. All of a sudden,
she’s being attacked by giant

mice; The Mouse King slinks out from the
shadows and almost captures her, but
Drosselmeyer reappears in a flash and scares
him away. He then makes the Christmas tree
grow and The Nutcracker come to life. A
battle with The Mouse King ensues and inevi-
tably ends with his death.
Drosselmeyer returns once
again and transforms The
Nuteracker into a charming,
handsome Prince who then
whisks Clara away through
The Land of Snow to The

Land of Sweets where she
meets a savory cast of char-
acters. Asthe story ends, /
Drosselmeyer makes his way /
through the festivities, puts '
Clara to sleep, and upon
returning her home, he cra- N )
dles The Nutcracker in her !. ) v
arms.

As usual, Kelly Barber (BBT Artistic Director)
and Amy Scatchard will be joining forces to
piece the ballet together. Also joining the
company are professional dancers and actors
that are invited to dance highlighted charac-
ters such as: The Nuteracker, The Mouse
King, The Cavalier (Prince), The Snow King,
The Sugar Plum Fairy, and Mother Ginger.

The Nuteracker will be presented December
17that 7:30pmand December 18that 12pm
and 4:30pm at The Sovereign Performing
Arts Center. Tickets are available through
The Sovereign Performing Arts Center or via
Ticketmaster. Please be sure to complete
vour wonderful Holiday Season with this
joyfully classic masterpiece!!




at: wususticketmastencom
.

Order tickets online
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By:
Kirk Lawrence

The Genesius 2011 Season marks a theatrical mile-
stone in local theatre: Genesius Theatre turns 40!
To celebrate this achievement, we've lined up a
wonderful season of old and new.

Our first 2011 production will bridge the years 1971
and 2011. The Farttasticks, by Tom Jones and
Harvey Schmidt, was the very first show that
Genesius presented 40 vears ago at 711 Penn
Street. Directed by Chuck Gallagher, this show
promises to begin our Season with a loving re-
minder of where we started, how far we've come,
and how much, after all these vears, still remains
the same.

In April, we visit the 16 Century with our second
offering of the Season: William Shakespeare’s Ro-
meo and Juliet. Directed by Kira Apple, this magj-
cal adaptation will be sure to please, and to remind
us all of that one special love who changed our
world forever and completely.

June brings us a show ripped right out of the head-
lines'!.. of the Weekly World News: Bat Boy: The
Musteal, with book by Keythe Farley and Brian
Flemming, and musicand lyrics by Laurence
O'Keefe. Directed by John Gancar, this tragic, yet
hopeful, musical is not to be missed.

In July, we present the blockbuster hit, High
School Musical. Kelly Snyder leads our winning
team of young and old to performance victory!

August brings two special events. First up is Tale of

a West Texas Marsupial Gorl This musical will be
directed by Christine Cieplinski, and will exclu-
sively feature our younger Genesians - ages 8 to 14.

eatte's 2011 Seasor

Also in August, Genesius returns to the Read-
ing Public Museum for another In Concert
production. Christopher Sperat directs An-
drew Lloyd Webber's, Aspects of Love.

I Love You, You're Perfect, Now Change, by
Joe Dipietro and Jimmy Roberts, storms our
stage in September. Hope O'Pake directs the
Genesius version of the show that had audi-
ences laughing and cheering for 12 years Off-
Broadway.

October reunites Genesius with one of our
own. We are happy to announce the regional
premiere of Genesius Kid, Douglas Carter
Beane's, The Little Dog Lauaghed. Directed
by Kirk Lawrence, you won't want to miss this
edgy and hilarious play.

December: We can't announce it yet, butit's a
show sure to please the entire family! ! Think
red, curly hair. Think tap shoes. Think sew-
ers and organs. Think waterballet! ! And..
none of those would be right. You will have to
check our website, www.genesiustheatre.org,
for more details - coming in the New Year!!

Also check our website in the New Year for
information about our g0 Aroriversary
Comncert Gala!! An event not to be missed, it
will feature songs and performers from our
shining 40 vear career!!

HAPPY HANNUKAH
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Q Aglebee‘s

_ Enjoy a short stack
for a tall cause.

You're invited to an
Applebee's® Flpjack Fundraiser Breakfast
to support Reading Pride Gelebration

$5.50 per person

Kids $4 .50

WHEN: Saturday, December 16, 2010

8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

WHERE: _Applebee’'s Neighborhood Gril & Bat
3050 N 5th Street Hwy Reading, PA 19805
Valid only at participating restaurant listed above.
Ticket vald for pancake event only.

Applebee's menu items are not included

as part of purchase

Satunday Decender I8, 2010
Reading Pride Celebration Tight at the

QREDING COARUNTT SLATERS
Prsdaction Of

¥y
a Ghl”lﬁt")maﬁ care &
wigh 6(;,19"[1336!

Tickets are $25.00 and include a Wine and C heese Reception from
8 PM till 7 PM. Show starts at 7

Tickets forboth events can be purchased online at
www. readingpridecelebration org at www . readingcommunityp B yers.com, from
any Pride committee member, at the door or call 610.375.8209 to reserve your

tickets . ﬁ
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